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}Can we harness the creative power of 
sex, gender, & intersectional analysis 
for discovery?



üGendered Innovations 2: How Inclusive Analysis 

Contributes to Research and Innovation 

(Brussels: European Commission, forthcoming 

autumn 2020). 



Sex and Gender Interact
Regitz-Zagrosek, V. (2012). Sex and Gender Differences in 

Health. EMBO Reports, 13 (7): 596-603.



Figures for US. The Williams Institute, 2016.



Programs and engineered systems failɂand fail 
more often for women and people of color. 



}Men are 5 times more likely than women to 
be offered ads for high - paying executive 
jobs.

Datta , Amit, Michael Carl Tschantz , and Anupam Datta . "Automated experiments on ad 
privacy settings." Proceedings on Privacy Enhancing Technologies 2015.1 (2015): 92 - 112.



}Word embeddings capture associations 
between words that risk perpetuating harmful 
stereotypes, such as òman:computer
programmer :: woman:homemaker .ó 

Bolukbasi , T. et al. (2016). Man is to computer programmer as woman is to 
homemaker? Debiasing word embeddings. Advances in Neural Information 
Processing Systems , 4349 - 4357.



}Soap dispenser donõt work for people with darker 
skin.

}More seriously, heart - rate monitors, even Apple 
watches, donõt work for darker skinned peopleñ
which may put them at risk for serious 
conditions, such as heart disease.

}Pulse oximeters overestimate arterial 
oxyhemoglobin saturation in patients with darker 
skin.

Feiner , J. R. et al. (2007). Dark skin Decreases the Accuracy of Pulse Oximeters at Low 
Oxygen Saturation: The Effects of Oximeter Probe Type and Gender. Anesthesia & 
Analgesia , 105 (6), S18 - S23


