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Associate Research Scientist at Dow

Dr. Craig Gorin
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My Background

Education

A.B. Chemistry, Harvard University (2009)

Ph.D. Chemistry, Stanford University (2014)

Career

Dow - R&D Rotational Assignments Program (2014-2016)

Dow - Formulation, Automation, Materials Science Core R&D (Current)

Materials development in diverse, exciting applications
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Differences between Industrial and Academic R&D

Day-to-Day 

Activities

New Skills

For Success

One perspective from R&D at a large, materials company

® ™ Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an affiliated company of Dow
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How is an Industrial Researcher’s Work Different?

Business Mindset

Safety Culture Team-based 

Projects

® ™ Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an affiliated company of Dow
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New Skills for Success

• Team Leadership

• Effective Communication

• Stakeholder Management

Project Management

Networking/Mentorship

• Find Complementary Collaborators

• Leverage Past Learnings & Efforts

• Build Reputation

Basic Business Acumen

• Learn the Language 

• Understand Your Company

® ™ Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an affiliated company of Dow
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One Last Favorite Difference

Work-life Balance

X

® ™ Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company (“Dow”) or an affiliated company of Dow
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Senior Scientist at Merck & Co. 

Dr. Sam Levi
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Education

B.A./M.S. from University of Pennsylvania (2010-2014)

Ph.D. from Harvard University (2014-2018)

Career

Merck & Co. Senior Scientist (2019-present)

– Discovery chemistry in Immuno-oncology

Awards

Reaxys PhD Prize Finalist 2019

My Background
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• Renaissance in Pharma R&D (2014-present)

– The rise of immuno-oncology and drugging the “undruggable”

Why I Chose “Pharma”

Scapin G et al. Nat. Struct. Mol. Biol. 2015, 22, 953-958. 

• Immunotherapy and 

checkpoint blockade 

(PD-1, PD-L1, CTLA-4)

• Molecular glues, bifunctional 

molecules, and the rebirth of 

chemical biology
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Emphasis on innovative and enabling science

Why I Chose “Pharma”



|   12

• Broad interests, expertise

• Scientific and personal development

• Emphasis on impact

Differences in Industry…

and What I Miss from Academia

• “Proof-of-concept” problem solving

• Total intellectual freedom

• Seemingly limitless time to explore
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• First thing: Reading!

– Staying up do date

• Lab

– To outsource or not?

• Meetings

– Key data overview

– Building collaborations

• COVID-19

– Work from home

– Hiring

“A Typical Day”
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• No longer “academia” vs. “industry”

– Industrial post docs

– Internships, co-ops

– Joint PhDs

– Collaborative projects

Developing Towards What You Enjoy

• Independent research

– Mentorship opportunities

– Exposure

• Love of learning

• Networking

– Conferences, symposia, meetups, etc.
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Policy and Project Officer at 

European Commission, DG RTD

Dr. Alessia Amodio
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My Background
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My current role – Policy Officer 

NMBP

Policy 
Development

NMBP 
Programme

Management of 
Projects

Scientific / 
Operational

Communication
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Make your CV outstanding

Fellowship / GrantPrize / Award

Experience abroad Internship / TraineeshipTrack record
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The value of a traineeship

Boost human 

capital

On-the-job 

experience

Professional 

network

• Highly 
competitive

• Low success 
rate

Selection
process

• Form ≠
Academic CV

• Soft skills

Application
• Who are you?

• What they
do?

Interview

Learning and 

training
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Job position - Recruitment process

• Highly 
competitive

• Low success 
rate

Selection 
process

• Read

• Tailor

• Rationalize

Application
• Computer based 

multiple choice 
test

• Practice

Test

• Job description

• Think on your 
feet

Interview(s)
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Why make the transition?



Thank you.

Ask your questions on:  

Researcher Academy Mendeley Group 

Follow us on Twitter: @ResearcherAcad


