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Cloned journals

Clone journal web pages are a counterfeit mirror of an authentic 
journal that exploit the title and ISSN of legitimate journals. In 
contrast to predatory journals, clone journals are more likely to 
accept papers from authors, since they have developed as the 
mirror image of reputable journals, including their domain 
name. Some of these counterfeit journals actively chase authors 
through a modified e-mail message that announces a fake call 
for papers in a current issue of the journal. Authors may be 
duped by these solicitations into paying an open-access 
publication fee, trusting that their work is about to be published 
in a reputable journal.



Predatory Journals

• Predatory publishing is called write-only publishing or deceptive 
publishing. It is an exploitive publishing business model that 
involves charging publication fees to authors without checking 
articles for quality and legitimacy and without providing the other 
editorial and publishing services that legitimate academic journals 
provide, whether open access or not. 

• They are regarded as predatory because scholars are tricked into 
publishing with them, although some authors may be aware that 
the journal is poor quality or even fraudulent. New scholars from 
developing countries are said to be especially at risk of being misled 
by predatory publishers. According to one study, 60% of articles 
published in predatory journals receive no citations over the five-
year period following publication.



Wrong Impact Factors

Only two impact Factors are to be considered

(a) Cite Score by Elsevier (SCOPUS)

(b) Journal Citation Report by Clarivate Analysis 
(Web of Science)



Important Links

Cdfnd.in  (Centre for Detection of Fake News and 
Disinformation)

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/hijacked-
journals-siphon-millions-dollars-research

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-
policy/menace-of-predatory-cloned-journals-more-rampant-
in-post-pandemic-world-121102501031_1.html

https://retractionwatch.com/2022/08/03/exclusive-plos-one-
to-retract-more-than-100-papers-for-manipulated-peer-
review/

https://cdfnd.in/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/hijacked-journals-siphon-millions-dollars-research
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/hijacked-journals-siphon-millions-dollars-research
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/menace-of-predatory-cloned-journals-more-rampant-in-post-pandemic-world-121102501031_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/menace-of-predatory-cloned-journals-more-rampant-in-post-pandemic-world-121102501031_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/menace-of-predatory-cloned-journals-more-rampant-in-post-pandemic-world-121102501031_1.html
https://retractionwatch.com/2022/08/03/exclusive-plos-one-to-retract-more-than-100-papers-for-manipulated-peer-review/
https://retractionwatch.com/2022/08/03/exclusive-plos-one-to-retract-more-than-100-papers-for-manipulated-peer-review/
https://retractionwatch.com/2022/08/03/exclusive-plos-one-to-retract-more-than-100-papers-for-manipulated-peer-review/


SCOPUS INDEXING



SCIMAGO JOURNAL & 
COUNTRY RANK (INDIA)



SCIMAGO JOURNAL & 
COUNTRY RANK (ASIA)

Link to the 
Scimago Website

https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?country=Asiatic%20Region&type=j&category=3315
https://www.scimagojr.com/journalrank.php?country=Asiatic%20Region&type=j&category=3315


EMAIL HELPLINE



COPYRIGHT GRANTED

SEVEN (07) NOVEL WAYS TO 
IDENTIFY THE FAKE/MISLEADING 

IMPACT FACTORS/METRICS



COPYRIGHT GRANTED

EIGHT NOVEL WAYS TO IDENTIFY A 
CLONED JOURNAL TO ENHANCE 
THE PUBLICATIONS IN REPUTED 

JOURNALS

Dated : 27/12/2021

1. Registration Number : L-109729/2021

2. Name, address and nationality of the applicant : AMITY UNIVERSITY , AMITY UNIVERSITY, SECTOR 125,
NOIDA, UTTAR PRADESH 201313-
INDIAN

3. Nature of the applicant's interest in the copyright of the work : OWNER

4. Class and description of the work : LITERARY/ DRAMATIC WORK

5. Title of the work : EIGHT NOVEL WAYS TO IDENTIFY A CLONED JOURNAL
TO ENHANCE THE PUBLICATIONS IN REPUTED JOURNALS

6. Language of the work : ENGLISH

7. Name, address and nationality of the author and if the author is
deceased, date of his decease

: SUMIT NARULA , AMITY UNIVERSITY MADHYA
PRADESH, GWALIOR-
INDIAN

SHAFALI KASHYAP , AMITY FOUNDATION FOR SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION ALLIANCES, NOIDA-
INDIAN

8. Whether the work is published or unpublished : UNPUBLISHED

9. Year and country of first publication and name, address and
nationality of the publisher

: N.A.

10. Years and countries of subsequent publications, if any, and names,
addresses and nationalities of the publishers

: N.A.

11. Names, addresses and nationalities of the owners of various rights
comprising the copyright in the work and the extent of rights held
by each, together with particulars of assignments and licences, if
any

: AMITY UNIVERSITY , AMITY UNIVERSITY, SECTOR 125,
NOIDA, UTTAR PRADESH 201313-
INDIAN

12. Names, addresses and nationalities of other persons, if any,
authorised to assign or licence of rights comprising the copyright

: N.A.

13. If the work is an 'Artistic work', the location of the original work,
including name, address and nationality of the person in possession
of the work. (In the case of an architectural work, the year of
completion of the work should also be shown).

: N.A.

14. If the work is an 'Artistic work' which is used or capable of being
used in relation to any goods or services, the application should
include a certification from the Registrar of Trade Marks in terms of
the provision to Sub-Section (i) of Section 45 of the Copyright Act,
1957.

: N.A.

15. If the work is an 'Artistic work', whether it is registered under the
Designs Act 2000 if yes give details.

: N.A.

16. If the work is an 'Artistic work', capable of being registered as a
design under the Designs Act 2000.whether it has been applied to an
article though an industrial process and ,if yes ,the number of times
it is reproduced.

: N.A.

17. Remarks, if any :

Diary Number : 19233/2021-CO/L

Date of Application : 12/08/2021

Date of Receipt : 12/08/2021

Deputy Registrar of Copyrights



GOOGLE PLAY STORE LINK
https://play.google.com/store/apps/det
ails?id=com.app.amityuniversitygwalior

APPLE IOS APP STORE LINK
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/amity-
quality-journal-checker/id6446170415

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app.amityuniversitygwalior
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.app.amityuniversitygwalior
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/amity-quality-journal-checker/id6446170415
https://apps.apple.com/in/app/amity-quality-journal-checker/id6446170415


Ten Red Flags for 
Predatory Journals

1) These journals will publish papers large number 
of Out of Purview papers.

2) These journals will publish papers without 
checking the quality and research work involved.

3) These journals will not have deadline to submit 
the papers.

4) These journals will publish the paper in 
maximum 48-72 hours.

5) These journals will use Gmail id’s for their 
working.



Ten Red Flags for 
Predatory Journals

6)  There will be on contact details on the website under 
the tab Contact Us.

7) There will be no information will about the Editorial 
Board, many International names are cut, copied and 
pasted without their consent and official email id’s.

8) These journals will always charge on the pretext of an
Platinum/Gold Open Access model.

9) Most of these types of journals use Fake/Misleading 
Impact Factor/Metrics.

10) These journals will have very less or no citations in 
the last five years.



Ten Red Flags for 
Cloned Journals

1) These journals always operate with fake lookalike 
website of the original journal.
2) These journals will always use Fake/Misleading Impact 
Factor/Metrics to lure the faculties and researchers.
3) Cloned journals will publish the papers in less than 24 
hours and sometimes in an hour after receiving the 
money.
4) These journals collect the money through international 
routes like Western Union, PayUMoney etc so that the 
trace of money laundering cannot be found.
5) There will be no information under the tab Contact Us 
on these journals



Ten Red Flags for 
Cloned Journals

6) There will be no information will about the Editorial Board, 
many International names are cut, copied and pasted without 
their consent and official email id’s.
7) There will be paper brokers involved in this business and 
they will crack the deal with you on behalf of the cloned 
journals.
8) These journals will also publish any kind of plagiarized, 
fabricated paper after receiving the money.
9) These journals will always misuse the Logos of prominent 
companies like Elsevier, Clarivate, CrossRef, Emerald etc.
10) There will be simple grammatical on the website of the 
journal.



Thank You

• For more questions/queries:

• Contact us

• cdfnd@gwa.amity.edu

• snarula@gwa.amity.edu

• Mob No: 09560452625

mailto:cdfnd@gwa.amity.edu
mailto:snarula@gwa.amity.edu


Thank You
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